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nod, but also develop a vocabulary mastery, increased general knowledse and a better
understanding of other culiures, In fact, a student's reading engagement is more likely 1o
determing whether a stwdent does well at school than their social or economic back ground
(Bohn-Gettler & Bapp, 2001,

The study focuses on differences bevaeen reading comprehension achievement of female
arl male students, and a relationship between parental education level and studenis” academic
performances of reading comprehension, English lecturers  genermlly acknowledge that
students” environmental conditions that impact the students who try to read a passage can be a
coniributing factor in ther reading comprelbension achievement. Despite thas, thene 15 scaroe
research on the extent and the mechanizms by which factors reloted to o students”™ home
envirenment influence their achievement in EFL. This means that English lecturers and State
Polytechnic of Snowigava are lefit unguided in their quest o find ways of capitalizing on the
influgnce of a bome coviromment on students” achicvemnent. In short, this aricle presents
evidenoe l,'vl:rlt,:nc:rrling gl:ruj:r differences 16 n:.al.]lrl; 1,:11m'|'.rrl;:l1::|15iu:m achievement and the
influences of parental education level towards students” reading comprehension achievemen.

2, Literuture Review

2.1 Gender differences in reading literacy

USAID (2016} reports that there are significant differences berween mabe and female
leamers in reading comprebension. Female students owtscored male studems m their reading
comprehension, in general. Pemale stodents nre more imterested in reading activities, while
male students generally dislike reading activities. So. it does nof wonder when reading
comprehension scores of female studemts are higher than those of male sosdents
(Fuhim & Barjesteh, 2002 Sotosdenama & Asachan, 200103

A study conducted by Dagnew and Aster (2007} say those female students are mone prone
o the fecling dishearened and less hopeful than male students, more void of shame or self-
respect, more deceptive, anl of more retentive memary, On the contrary, males are expecied
io be objective, independent, assertive, logical, and competitive. Also, Junaid (200 5) conducted
the largest sudy of gender differences in achievement scores and found that girls performed
better than their male counterpans in reading achievement. They also found the typical male
student lags a year and a hall behind the tvpical female student.

Mlale students considered mathematics, science, und sport o interesting topics while female
students placed a higher value on reading. Learners” motivation to read is an area where
consdstent amd substantial gender differences ase found (Marinak & Gambrell, 20005, This
chamctenstic is stromger among female leamers than make ones, Motivation is the individual
character that is supposed to play an important role in a leamer™s reading comprehersion. The
leamers” success in the reading skill, according o Hairual, Ahmadi, amd Pourhosemn (20012, is
amociated with their mativation to read becase it s regarded as an activily requiring desp
involvement on the part of the readers. Besides. male students like monitoring their reading
pce, reading strategies, and paraphrasing strategies mone often than female studems did,

In shesrt. it stamds to reason if gender differences are found in reading maotivation and reading
r_'nl'u'npn:h-erlxil.m. then gencder identity can e:pl:i.n mire variance in Chisee variables, I i sl
implied thot gender identity moy exploin sipnificant variances in the performance of leamers
in reading various text types.

feearrnmanionel (it fonrmal of Edwcarion and Teacking (ET] 3021, 8i1), 346-337.
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lewel and amadents’ reading compechension achievement as well as the comelation of the two
variahles.

3.2 Instruments of data collection

There were two types of instruments for the study. The first was a forty-readymade reading
comprehension test e of muluple-chowee, and the second was Structured Chuestionnaimes
cleve loped for guantitative data and administered to stedents with Cronbach's alpha of (r=0.T8]
The questionnaire used in the research was adapted from Walker et al. (2005). However, the
researchers modified the questbonnaire by adding relevan questions and omining several
questions that were nol pecessary for supporting the framework of this sudy. All of the
e i in the |.]|,|:5|:i|.1nnuin: weng Close-ended formes, Validity was checked by 11 I"hglirdn
lecturers (5 from Sriwijoyn University. 4 from Stoie Polytechnic of Snwijava, and 2 from
Polytechne of Selayw).

3.3 Sty site

The study site was State Polviechnic of Sriwijaya in Palembang City. The students attending
their education i thas State Polytechnics of Sawijaya come from different linguistics, ethnic
and cultural backgrounds,

3.4 The papulation of the study

The total number of populition was NI students Trom eight classes, The popalation of this
study consisted of students in the fourh semester [ 1Y st Public Sector Accounting and
Business Adminisiration stwdy programs at State Polytechnic of Sriwtjava in the 2008-2019
aciclemie year,

35 Sample of the siudy

To detect the sampling of the study. 100 students from eight classes that were chosen with
the purposive random sampling method, The subjects were assured of the anonyemity and
comfidentinlity of their responses in the study, OF the toal, 51 stedents were mole and 4%
students were female.

Table 1, Demagraphic profile of the parficipanss

Warahle n &
Mge Average 1934 years
Range 1% years iy i
A years k" | 4%
Study Program  Public Sector Aceounting 50 S0
Bisiness Administralion b SiFE
Cemnder bdale 31 %
Female 44 45
3.6 Data collection instrument
36,0 Demaographic scale
k 350
loJet

feearrnmanionel (it fonrmal of Edwcarion and Teacking (ET] 3021, 8i1), 346-337.
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Figure 2. Father BEducational Backgrowid

Reganding the faher edwcational level, 100% of stwdents come from literate Gshers,
Avcordingly, 48.0% completed a Bachelor degree, 5108 completed o Master degree, and

1 1% had a Dwoctoral degree.
Table 2. Distribmtion of respondents on reading imaderiol
Resding Material Father (%) Muother (%) Srudents (%)

MNovel 18.7 T2 618
Shon Story 172 0.8 374
Academic Book 11.4 354 TH3
Tabloid 0.2 197 19.2
Mewspaper 534 447 403
Tabloid 92 .7 192
Commie n e 454
Internet Article 452 544 527

Tubbe 2 indicates different types of reading materials that respondents love reading. In this
case, the writers can argue that students whose mothers love reading affect their students”®
reading imderest, Father's reading preferences, though have had an impact 100, influenced
students” reading in fewer areas than that of the mothers,
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Table &. The covrelation Fetweer mothers ediveaiion amd students | reading comprefens ton

acliieve e
Correlations
Reading Score Muother Education

Reading Score Pearson Correlation i San”

Sig. (2-tailed) L0

| 10K 13
Muother Education Pearson Correlation 530" I

S-ig. (2=10 el AWy

N 100 ' 100

** Correlation is significant at the 000 kevel (2 -tailed).

As shown in the above table, there was a positive strong correlation betwesn students”
reading comprebension score and mother's educanion, The value of = 0,530 this shows that
mother's education is  positively comelated  with  stwdents”  reading  comprehension
achievements. There was a strong corelation between the two varighbles (mother’s educational
level and stdents” academic performance),

Table T. The corvelation hetween fatkers " education end studeits” reading coniprehension

ache vt
Correlations
Reading Soone Father Edwcation

Reading Score Pearson Correlation 1 A

Sig. (2-1ailed) e

M 100 10K}
Father Education Pearson Correlation 29 1

Sig. (2-tmiled) T8

M 100 10}

The atove table showed that the commelation between students” reading comprehension score
ard father's education is not strong (weak). The value of ¢ = 0.029; this shows that a father’s
education is not positively comelated with students” reading comprehension achievements.
There was o weak correlation between the two variables (father’s educotional level and
studenis” academic performance).

4.2 Discussion

The main concerns of this study wene to examine the differences in resding comprehension
achicvement between female and male students and a relationship between parental education
arl students” acpdemic performances of reading comprehension. Conceming these, the
findings indicated that female students” reading comprehension scored sipnificantly higher
than male students”, and the existence of the positive strong relationship between mothers®
education level and students” academic performances of reading comprehension. Theae resulis
suggest that the higher freguency of reading and better reading ability conld be an explanation
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