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PREFACE

First, all praise be to Allah SWT, the Most Merciful and the Most Benevolent,
for granting the writer the strength, knowledge, and opportunity to complete this
research. This final report, titled "Analysis of Tense in Broken Memories Album:
Types, Frequency, and Narrative Function", presents an in-depth linguistic analysis of
Jamie Miller’s debut album. The topic was chosen due to the important role verb
tenses play in conveying emotions and structuring narratives in song lyrics. Music, as
a form of artistic expression, combines language and emotion in a way that
powerfully connects with listeners. By analyzing the types, frequency, and narrative
function of verb tenses using Labov’s narrative theory, this study aims to uncover
how grammatical choices contribute to the storytelling and emotional impact of the
lyrics. The findings and discussions in this report are presented from Chapter | to
Chapter V, starting from the background of the study, literature review, methodology,
results, and ending with a conclusion and recommendations.

The writer is fully aware that this report is far from perfect. Therefore,
constructive suggestions and feedback from readers are greatly appreciated to
improve this work. Hopefully, this research can be a useful contribution to the study
of linguistics and music, especially in understanding how language is used in artistic

contexts.

Siti Rahayu



ABSTRACT

This study investigated the use of verb tenses in Jamie Miller’s Broken Memories album to
explore how grammatical choices contributed to emotional expression and narrative structure
in song lyrics. Adopting a mixed-methods approach, six songs were analyzed through corpus
analysis using TagAnt software to identify verb tense types and calculate their frequencies.
Additionally, a qualitative narrative analysis based on Labov’s theory was applied to examine
how tenses supported storytelling. The results showed that the most frequently used tense
was the simple present (118 times), followed by simple past (53 times), present continuous
(11 times), simple future (11 times), past future (11 times), present unreal conditional (9
times), past future perfect (7 times), present perfect (5 times), past continuous (1 times), and
past future continuous (1 times). Simple present and past tenses dominated in expressing
emotional immediacy and memory, while less frequent tenses (e.g., conditional and future
forms) conveyed hope, regret, or imagined outcomes. Labov’s theory revealed that verb
tenses aligned with narrative components like Abstract, Orientation, and Evaluation, guiding
emotional progression. The findings affirmed that verb tenses functioned not only
grammatically but also as narrative and expressive tools that enriched listener engagement
and lyrical depth.

Keywords: verb tenses, song lyrics, narrative theory, emotional expression, Jamie Miller
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