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PREFACE 

 

First of all, the writer would like to express sincere gratitude to Allah SWT. 

for the countless blessings, guidance, and strength that made it possible to complete 

this final report entitled “An Analysis of Moral Message in the Short Story ‘A 

Journey’ by Edith Wharton.” The writer would also like to convey deep 

appreciation to the advisors for their continuous support, valuable suggestions, and 

constructive feedback throughout the process of completing this study. 

The writer realizes that this report is still far from perfect and may contain 

some limitations. Therefore, any constructive criticism and suggestions from 

readers are highly appreciated for the improvement of this work in the future. It is 

also hoped that this final report can provide useful insights and contribute to the 

development of knowledge, especially in the field of literary studies in the English 

Language Study Program of the Language and Tourism Department. 

 

 

 

Ririn Tarina 
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ABSTRACT 

 

This final report examines the moral messages contained in Edith Wharton’s short 

story “A Journey.” This study focuses on identifying and interpreting the moral 

values conveyed through the characters, plot, and narrative situations in the story. 

As a work of literature, “A Journey” reflects human experiences, particularly those 

related to suffering, responsibility, and emotional struggles, which can be analyzed 

to reveal deeper moral meanings. This study employs a qualitative descriptive 

method using a moral criticism approach. Data were obtained through an in-depth 

reading of the short story, followed by the identification of key sections related to 

moral values. The analysis involved interpreting the characters actions, conflicts, 

and decisions to uncover the implied moral messages. The results of this study 

indicate that the story contains several important moral values, such as patience, 

sacrifice, responsibility, and acceptance of reality. These values are conveyed 

indirectly through the narrative, thus requiring careful interpretation by the reader. 

It is hoped that this study will contribute to a better understanding of literary works 

and help readers appreciate the moral aspects embedded in the short story. 

Keywords: a journey, literary analysis, moral message, short story 
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