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PREFACE

First of all, the writer would like to express the greatest thanks to Allah
SWT for giving the health, strength, and opportunity to finish this final report
entitled “Rhetorical Representation of Ethos in Ceremonial Speeches of Four
World’s Great Figures.” This final report was submitted to fulfill one of the
requirements to complete the Diploma III Degree of the Language and Tourism
Department at State Polytechnic of Sriwijaya.

The writer would also like to express the sincerest gratitude to the advisors,
Mr. Moehamad Ridhwan, S.Pd., M.Pd. and Mr. Beni Wijaya, S.Pd., M.Pd., who
have provided a lot of knowledge, valuable advice, and continuous support
throughout the process of completing this report. The writer realizes that there are
still some mistakes in writing this final report; therefore, the writer welcomes
constructive criticism and suggestions from the readers to help improve this work.
Hopefully, this final report can provide useful knowledge and be beneficial,
especially for the students of the Language and Tourism Department at State

Polytechnic of Sriwijaya.

Nabila Azizah Az-Zahra



ABSTRACT

This study investigated the representation of ethos in ceremonial speeches and
examined how professional sectors influence the construction of rhetorical
credibility. Using Aristotle's ethos framework, a qualitative approach, and
rhetorical analysis, the study analyzed four ceremonial speeches delivered by John
F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, Steve Jobs, and Oprah Winfrey. The data were
collected from official speech transcripts and analyzed through a qualitative
coding framework based on four operationalized ethos dimensions: Competence-
Practical Wisdom (COMP-WIS), Character-Moral Virtue (CHAR-VIRT),
Character-Empathy and Resilience (CHAR-EMP), and Goodwill-Sincere Care
(GOOD-CARE). The findings revealed that political leaders primarily constructed
credibility through competence, moral virtue, and collective responsibility,
whereas figures from the technology and media sectors relied more heavily on
personal experience, empathy, resilience, and audience-oriented goodwill. Despite
these differences, all speakers employed goodwill as an important strategy for
strengthening audience trust. The study concludes that ethos is a flexible and
context-dependent rhetorical resource shaped by professional identity, audience
expectations, and communicative objectives.

Keywords: aristotle’s rhetoric, ceremonial speech, ethos, rhetorical

representation

Vi



9.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

First of all, the writer would like to express the deepest gratitude to Allah
SWT. For the blessing, health, and mercy to finish this final report. The writer
would also like to say thanks to:

Mr. Ir. Irawan Rusnadi, M.T., Director of Sriwijaya State Polytechnic, for the
policies, facilities and academic support provided during my time studying here.
Head of the Department of Language and Tourism, Mr. Dr. Welly Ardiansyah,
S.S., M.Pd., and Secretary of the Department of Language and Tourism, Mr.
Ahmad Iman Mulyadi, M.I.Kom.

Head of Study Program of DIII English Study, Ms. Wirda Ningsih, S.Pd., M.A.
My beloved advisors, Mr. Moehamad Ridhwan, S.Pd., M.Pd., and Mr. Beni
Wijaya, SPd., M.Pd. Thank you for your advice, suggestions, support, and time in
handling me patiently.

My beloved mother, the late Almh. Khotimah. To the most beautiful soul who
gave me everything before she returned to the Creator. Thank you for the love that
never faded and the prayers that still echo in my life. This final report is the
fulfillment of a journey we started together, and I dedicate this milestone entirely
to her sweet smile in the highest heaven.

My beloved father. Thank you for being my constant anchor, providing
unwavering love, endless support, sacrifices, and prayers that have kept me
moving forward until the completion of this report.

My beloved family. Thank you for the love, support, motivation, patience, and
praying for my success.

My dearest best friends since junior high school (SMP), senior high school
(SMA), and college years. Thank you for always being by my side, providing
strength, and supporting me through every ups and downs until I could finish this
final report.

My classmates in 6 BC Class that has accompanied me for 3 years.

10. Everyone who always supports me that I cannot mention one by one.

vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

COVER PAGE .....uuuueiviiricniseensicsenssissscssssssscssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss i
APPROVAL PAGE ...uuuieiieiinininininsuininsisssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses ii
VALIDATION PAGE Ldii
PLAGIARISM-FREE DECLARATION .iv
PREFACE....uiiiniiniininsnicsenssisssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssses v
ABSTRACT ...uuiiiiiinuinsnicsenssnsssissssssessssssssssssssissssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss vi
ACKNOWLEDGMENT ...cuiiniintiirensenssissesssesssissssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...uuciiinnininsuissenssesssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssss viii
LIST OF TABLE ....couiiiiiieininsinnnsnnssnssisssssisssssssssssssssssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns X
LIST OF APPENDICES......ccuuoviinineinninninnissississesssssssssssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssoses xii
CHAPTER1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background.........ccoouiiiiiiiiieiieeeeee e 1
1.2 Focus of the Research ..........cccooviiiiiiniiiiiiee, 4
1.3 Research QUESHION .......ccccvviieiiieciieeeieeeeee e e 4
1.4 Research ObDJECtiVES........cveiruiiiiriiiiiieniieieeeeeeeee e 4
1.5 Research Significance........c..cooeeiireriiiniiniiienicneccneeeeeeeee 5
1.5.1 Theoretical Significance ..........ccoceeverveneevienicnienenieneceeeeen 5
1.5.2 Practical Significance ...........ccccceeeveriininnieniicnicnenicneceeeen 5
CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Theoretical Framework..........ccccoceiiiiiriiniiiiiiiiceece 6
2.1.1 The Definition of Rhetoric.........ccceveriirieniniieniinieiecienee 6
2.1.2 The Three Rhetorical Proofs..........cccecevieviiiiniininicnicnene 6
2.1.3 The Dimensions of Ethos...........ccccoverviniininiiniiniicienee 7
2.1.4 Operationalization of Ethos Dimensions.........c..ccccceevevvenneene. 7
2.1.5 Types of Rhetorical DiSCOUTSE..........ccevveriieniieiieniieeiieiee 8
2.1.6 Epideictic Rhetoric (Ceremonial Speech) .........cccceevveiiieneenn. 8
2.1.7 DiScourse ANAlYSIS .......cccueerierieeniieeieenieeieesieeieeseeeeiee s ens 9
2.1.8 Ethos Representation Rhetorical Strategy ............cccceeerivenennn. 9
2.1.9 Profiles of the Global Figures..........ccccovveeviieecieeeieeeieeeee 11

viii



2.2 Review of Previous Research Literature ............ooevvveemeoeeeeeeeeenennnnn. 12

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Location and Time ........c.cceecueereerieenieniienieeeeneeeeee 15
3.2 INfOrmMAantS ...c..cooviiiiiiiiieiceece e 15
3.3 Data Collection TeChNniCqUe........ceevuiieriiriiiieiiieerieeciiee e 17
3.4 Data Validity and Reliability .......cccccoeceeiienieiniiiienieeeeeeeee 18
3.5 Data Processing Techniques .........ccceeceeiieiieenieiieenicceeneeeeee 18

CHAPTER IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 RESULILS ..ottt 20
4.1.1 Findings on John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address.............. 22
4.1.2 Findings on Barack Obama’s Charleston Eulogy................. 26
4.1.3 Findings on Steve Jobs’ Stanford Commencement Address 29
4.1.4 Findings on Oprah Winfrey’s Golden Globes Speech ......... 33
4.1.5 Similarities and Differences in Ethos Construction across the
Four Speakers ......couoviiiiiiiieieeee e 36

4.2 DISCUSSION ...ttt sttt ettt st sttt sae e saeenaeeaees 41

4.2.1 Representation of Ethos Through Language Choices and
Persuasive TaCtiCS.....ccuiiririiierieeiieiie ettt 41

4.2.2 Similarities and Differences of Ethos Construction across
SPEAKETS ...ttt 43

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION

5.1 CONCIUSION ettt e e e e e e e e e e aeeeaee 46
I (1010) D o7 1510 ) - J USSR 47
5.3 ReSearch LIMItAtIONS oceueueneeeeeeeeeeeeeee et e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeenees 47
5.4 Recommendations for Future Research .......couveueeeiiieeiiiiiiiieeeeeeenes 48
REFERENCES
APPENDICES

X



LIST OF TABLE

Table 2.1 Summary of Previous Study .........ccoeieiiieiienieeieeceeeeeeeee e 14
Table 3.1 Sample Selection Criteria..........cccueieiieeeiireeiee e e eree e e ereeesreeeseree e 16
Table 4.1 Overall Distribution of Ethos Dimensions Across the Four Speeches........ 21
Table 4.2 Complete Ethos Coding Distribution in John F. Kennedy’s Speech........... 22
Table 4.3 Complete Ethos Coding Distribution in Barack Obama’s Speech.............. 26
Table 4.4 Complete Ethos Coding Distribution in Steve Jobs’ Speech ...................... 29
Table 4.5 Complete Ethos Coding Distribution in Oprah Winfrey’s Speech.............. 33
Table 4.6 Differences in Ethos Construction across the Four Speakers...................... 36
Table 4.7 Similarities in Ethos Construction across the Four Speakers...................... 39



