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PREFACE 

 

The writer would like to express sincere gratitude to Allah SWT. for His 

endless blessings and guidance, which have made it possible to complete this final 

report entitled “Figurative Language Used in the Short Story The Gift of the Magi”. 

This final report was written to fulfil one of the graduation requirements for the D-

III English Study Program, Language and Tourism, Politeknik Negeri Sriwijaya. 

This final report is divided into five main chapters, namely introduction, literature 

review, research methodology, results and discussion, and conclusion. 

The writer realizes that this final report is still far from perfect due to limited 

knowledge, experience, and ability. Therefore, constructive suggestions and 

feedback are highly appreciated in order to improve this work in the future. The 

writer hopes that this final report can provide useful information and insights for 

students, readers, and anyone who is interested in language and literary studies. It 

is also expected that this work may serve as a reference for further research and 

contribute positively to academic development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rini Cahya Wulandari 
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ABSTRACT 

 

 

This research examined the use of figurative language in the short story “The Gift 

of the Magi” by O. Henry. Figurative language plays an important role in literary 

works as it enhances meaning, creates imagery, and evokes emotional responses. 

The objectives of this research were to identify the types of figurative language, to 

analyze their meanings within the context of the narrative, and to determine the 

most frequently found type of figurative language in the story. This research 

employed a descriptive qualitative method, with the unit of analysis consisting of 

words, phrases, and sentences containing figurative language. The data were 

collected through close reading, rereading, and note-taking, and were classified 

based on Perrine’s theory. The analysis focused on interpreting each figurative 

expression based on its context and its contribution to the story. The study revealed 

ten types of figurative language, with simile as the most frequently found type, and 

showed how they convey deeper meanings, emotional impact, and the theme of 

love and sacrifice. 

Keywords: figurative language, meaning, o. henry, short story, the gift of the magi. 



vii  

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Praise and gratitude to Allah SWT. for His endless blessings, grace, and 

guidance so that the writer can complete this final report. Despite the challenges, 

difficulties, and moments of doubt during the process, the writer is grateful for the 

strength and support that made it possible to finish this final report. This 

accomplishment would not have been possible without the encouragement, 

assistance, and motivation of many people. Therefore, the writer would like to 

express sincere gratitude to: 

1. The Director of Politeknik Negeri Sriwijya, Ir. Irawan Rusnadi, M.T., for 

the support provided throughout the writer’s academic journey. 

2. The Head of English Department, Dr. Welly Ardiansyah, S.S., M.Pd., for 

the support during the writer’s academic journey. 

3. The Secretary of English Department, Mr. Ahmad Iman Mulyadi, 

M.I.Kom., for the support and encouragement throughout the writer’s 

academic journey. 

4. The Head of the D-III English Study Program, Ms. Wirda Ningsih, S.Pd., 

M.A., for the support and guidance during the writer’s academic journey. 

5. Dra. Sri Endah Kusmartini, M.Pd., and Mr. Herman, S.Pd., M.Pd., as the 

advisors of this final report, for their guidance, patience, and valuable 

suggestions throughout the writing process. 

6. The examiners, Dr. Sri Gustiani, S.Pd., M.TESOL., Mr. Moehamad 

Ridhwan, S.Pd., M.Pd., Mr. Ahmad Khoirul Akhir Tanjung, M.Hum., and 

Ms. Mahraini Agustina, M.Hum., for their valuable feedback, corrections, 

and suggestions that helped improve this final report. 

7. My beloved mom, Ms. Netty Verawaty, my dad, Mr. Heri Sudarjo, and my 

siblings, for their endless love, prayers, and support throughout my 

academic journey. 

8. The lecturers and staff of the D-III English Study Program, for the 

knowledge, support, and guidance during the writer's academic journey. 



viii  

 

9. My best friends, Alya, Balqis, Jasmine, Meilanie, Siti, Syavira, and 

Valerina, for always being there with support, laughter, and companionship 

throughout this journey. 

10. The writer’s classmates of 6BA English Department, for the cooperation, 

support, and shared experiences throughout this academic journey. 

11. The writer, for the perseverance, strength, and effort in overcoming 

challenges and finally completing this final report. 



ix  

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

COVER .................................................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL PAGE ................................................................................................ ii 

VALIDATION PAGE ............................................................................................ iii 

PLAGIARISM-FREE DECLARATION ............................................................ iv 

PREFACE ............................................................................................................... v 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................... vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...................................................................................... ix 

LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................................... xii 

LIST OF FIGURES............................................................................................. xiii 

LIST OF APPENDICES ..................................................................................... xiv 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Research……………………….………1 

1.2 Focus of the Research…………………………….….….....2 

1.3 Research Questions…………………………….…………..2 

1.4 Research Objectives…………………………….………….3 

1.5 Research Significance…………………………….………..3 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 The Concept Under Investigation ........................................ 4 

2.1.1 Language in Literature ............................................... 4 

2.1.2 Figurative Language .................................................. 5 

2.1.3 Types of Figurative Language .................................. 6 

2.1.4 Short Story ................................................................. 9 

2.1.4.1 Definition of Short Story............................... 9 

2.1.4.2 Characteristics of Short Story ....................... 9 

2.1.4.3 Intrinsic Elements of Short Story ................ 10 

2.1.4.4 Types of Short Story ................................... 10 

2.1.4.5 Figurative Language in Short Story ............ 11 



x  

2.1.5 The Gift of the Magi ................................................ 11 

2.1.5.1 Background of the Story ............................. 11 

2.1.5.2 Plot .............................................................. 12 

2.1.5.3 Characters .................................................... 12 

2.1.5.4 Theme.......................................................... 12 

2.2 Review of the Previous Research Literature ...................... 12 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Research Location and Time ............................................. 16 

3.2 Data Sources ...................................................................... 16 

3.3 Data Collection Techniques ............................................... 17 

3.4 Data Validity and Reliability ............................................. 18 

3.5 Data Processing Techniques .............................................. 18 

CHAPTER IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 Results ................................................................................ 20 

4.1.1 Types of Figurative Language ................................... 20 

4.1.1.1 Simile............................................................. 22 

4.1.1.2 Metaphor........................................................ 22 

4.1.1.3 Personification ............................................... 22 

4.1.1.4 Hyperbole ...................................................... 23 

4.1.1.5 Understatement .............................................. 23 

4.1.1.6 Paradox .......................................................... 23 

4.1.1.7 Irony .............................................................. 23 

4.1.1.8 Symbol........................................................... 24 

4.1.1.9 Synecdoche .................................................... 24 

4.1.1.10 Apostrophe ................................................... 24 

4.1.2 Meanings of Figurative Language ............................. 24 

4.1.2.1 Simile............................................................. 24 

4.1.2.2 Metaphor........................................................ 27 

4.1.2.3 Personification ............................................... 28 

4.1.2.4 Hyperbole ...................................................... 29 



xi  

4.1.2.5 Understatement .............................................. 31 

4.1.2.6 Paradox .......................................................... 31 

4.1.2.7 Irony .............................................................. 32 

4.1.2.8 Symbol........................................................... 34 

4.1.2.9 Synecdoche .................................................... 35 

4.1.2.10 Apostrophe ................................................... 36 

4.1.3 The Most Frequent Figurative Language Type .......... 37 

4.2 Discussion .......................................................................... 38 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION 

5.1 Conclusion ......................................................................... 40 

5.2 Implications ....................................................................... 41 

5.3 Research Limitations ......................................................... 41 

5.4 Recommendation for Future Research .............................. 41 

REFERENCES 

APPENDICES 



xii  

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

 

Table 2.1 Comparison of Previous Studies and Present Study .............................. 13 

Table 4.1 Data of Figurative Language Found in The Gift of the Magi ................ 20 



xiii  

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 4.1 Frequency of Figurative Language Found in The Gift of the Magi ...... 37 



xiv  

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1 Final Report Supervision Agreement (Advisor 1) 

Appendix 2 Final Report Supervision Agreement (Advisor 2) 

Appendix 3 Final Report Supervision Form 

Appendix 4 Recommendation for Final Report Examination 

Appendix 5 Final Report Exam Revision 

Appendix 6 Implementation of Final Report Revision 


	FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE USED IN THE SHORT STORY "THE GIFT OF THE MAGI"
	NIM 062330901769
	NIP 196612191991032002
	D-III ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAM POLITEKNIK NEGERI SRIWIJAYA 2026
	FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE USED IN THE SHORT STORY 1 'THE GIFT
	VALIDATION PAGE
	FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE USED IN THE SHORT STORY "THE GIFT
	Head of the Department of Language and Tourism
	PLAGIARISM-FREE DECLARATION
	PREFACE
	ABSTRACT
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	LIST OF TABLES
	LIST OF FIGURES
	LIST OF APPENDICES




