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Using Toulmin‟s Argument Pattern in the analysis of argumentation in the Student‟s 

Debate in National University Debating Championship 2016 
 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This case study analyzed the student debate in National University Debating 

Championship 2016 by using the Toulmin‟s Argument Model (1989). The writer 
adopted Graphical Argument Analysis to identify argument pattern, relations between 

the arguments‟ pattern, and the plausibility of the arguments. The transcript of a 
debate, with the motion „whether the separatist movement in Eastern Indonesia 
should unite, take arms and conduct a violent revolution to suceed from the Republic 

of Indonesia”, was analyzed qualitatively and the results of this study suggested that 
the debaters deployed only five argument elements from the six argument elements 

and six argument relations of Toulmin argumentation models. They are claim, data, 
warrant, backing, and rebuttal elements and relations. Finally, this study revealed that 
the Closing Opposition‟s argument was the most plausible argument among the 

arguments. It is suggested that student debaters adopt the concept of Toulmin Model 
to develop their argument. Others such as teachers and debate adjudicators can 

implement the framework to analyze students‟ debate. This study is hoped to make a 
contribution to the relevant studies such as discourse analysis, public speaking and 
language learning. It is also expected to give insight to anyone who is interested in 

conducting followed-up research in the same field.  
 

Keywords: Argument pattern, grapahical analysis, debate, and plausibility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

TITLE SHEET…………………………………………...………………..…......i 

APPROVAL SHEET............................................................................................ii 

APPROVAL SHEET OF EXAMINERS…………..………………….....….....iii 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION……………………………………………........iv 

PREFACE…………………………………………………………………..…....v 

ACKNOWLEGDEMENT……………………………………………….……..vi 

ABSTRACT………………………………………………..………....................vii 

TABLE OF CONTENT…………………………………………….………......viii 

LIST OF PICTURE ............................................................................................ ix 

LIST OF TABLE ................................................................................................. x 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background ……………….………….....................................................1 

1.2 Problem Formulation …...………..…………………………......…....….3 

1.3 Outline of the Report ……………………………….......….....………...4 

1.4 Research Purpose ...……………………………………..…....................4 

1.5 Research Benefit ....…...…...………………….……………...………...5 

 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Argument ………………………………………………………………6 

2.2 Toulmin‟s Argument Pattern …………………………………………..7 

2.3 Graphical Concept …………….....…………………………………...13 

2.4 Plausible Argument ………………………….......……….………..…14 

2.5 Debate ...................…………………………………...………………14 

2.6 Debate System …........................………………...………………..... 16 

2.7 The Situation over the Motion …………………………...………..... 19 



ix 
 

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Qualitative Method .………………............…………………………..20 

3.2 Graphical Analysis of Toulmin‟s argument pattern ……….........……21 

3.3 Population and Sample of Data Sources ………………………...……23 

3.4 Technique for Collecting Data …………………………………...….. 24 

3.5 Technique for Analyzing the Data ………………………..........……..25 

 

CHAPTER IV FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 4.1 Finding ………………….......................................................................28 

 4.2 Discussion …..……………………………….………….......................34 

 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 5.1 Conclusion ………….................…………………………….…..........47 

 5.2 Suggestion …..…………..................………………………...…….…47 

 

REFERENCES 

 

APPENDICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 
 

LIST OF PICTURE 

 

 

Figure 1 The example of data ....................................................... 8 

Figure 2 The example of warrant. ................................................ 9  

Figure 3 The example of backing ................................................ 10 

Figure 4 Graphical concept of Toulmin‟s argument pattern ........ 12 

Figure 5 British Parliamentary Debate System ............................ 15 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 
 

 

 

 

LIST OF TABLE 

 

 

Table 1 Speaker Responsibilities for British Parliamentary Debate ... 17 

 

 


