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Graphical Argument Analysis Of Student Debate: A Case Of English 

Debating Society At Polytechnic State Of Sriwijaya 

 

 ABSTRACT 

 

The research study analyzed the structure of debater’s argument using Toulmin 

Model of Argumentation (1989). The research also adopted the Graphical Argument 

Analysis proposed by Homer-Dixon and Karapin to examine the relations among the 

elements and the plausibility of students arguments in the debate. The transcript 

argument was analyzed using qualitative method under the motion This House Would 

Legalize Marijuana in Canada. The writer found five elements in debater’s argument 

structure namely claim, data, warrant, backing, and rebuttal elements. There are also 

relations such claim, data, warrant, backing, and rebuttal relations. Finally, this study 

revealed that the Negative Team as a team that has the most plausible arguments over 

the Affirmative Team. This study provides understanding, criticism, and 

improvement of debaters arguments. It is hoped to be useful by a wide range of 

people and especially those who are affected by arguments such as academic writers, 

students, teachers and debate adjudicators.  

Keywords: Toulmin Model of Argumentation, Grpahical Analysis, Debate, 

Plausibility. 
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